Salvage technique of posterior iliac bolt placement in long-segment spinal constructs with a previous posterior iliac crest harvest: technical note.
Fusion between the lumbar spine and sacrum has been used to treat deformity, degenerative disease, trauma, and tumor. These constructs have a higher failure rate when a long construct is designed, in patients with poor bone quality, and in patients with previous irradiation or with significant osteoporosis. Extending the construct to the pelvis has been shown to increase the fusion rate of these patients and to reduce the risk of hardware failure before fusion has occurred. We extend the constructs with the use of iliac bolts placed within the posterior iliac crests. Placement of these bolts can be challenging after the posterior iliac crest has been harvested for autologous bone in a previous operation. The purpose of this technical note is to describe our salvage technique of iliac bolt placement as an adjunct to lumbar-sacral fusions in a previously harvested iliac crest.